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dividing line between two ages and is marked by two great events
responsible for this change - the great revolt of 1857, popularly
known as Sepoy Mutiny and the second, the establishment of
three universities Calcutta, Bombay and Madras, which is the
logical fulfilment of English Education. The revolt spread widely
to different parts and the leaders like Jhansi Rani and Tantia Tope
had to give up their life for it. To some it was a mere Sepoy
Mutiny, but to many it was but a war of Independence.

Of the religious reforms, the Brahmo Samaj founded by Raja
Ram Mohan Roy in 18282 mainly aimed at the social reforms like
the introduction of widow marriage and female education, and the
abolition of Sati and child marriage. The modern English educa-
tion would have helped the founder to think more rationally in
reforming religious aspects including caste systems and restrictions
that prevailed then.

The Arya Samaj was founded by Dayananda Saraswati in
1875. He denounced the worship of gods and encouraged
intercaste marriages. He insisted upon the veneration of cows
and the sacrifice of butter in the hearthfire. It could develop
national consciousness. One of the characteristic features of
Aryasamaj is the Suddhi Sangathan3, which means the reconver-

2. K. Damodaran, Bharatiya Cinta, State Insitute of Languages,
Trivandrum, '92, p.465.

3. R.C. Majumdar and P.N. Chopra, op.cit. p.218.
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